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A Short Guide for Parent Carers
Neurodevelopmental (ND) Assessment Prioritisation – Solihull

Do children need an urgent diagnosis?
· Most children do not need an urgent diagnosis of ADHD or Autism.
· All referred children already have needs that affect daily life at home, school, or in the community.
· Support should be based on needs, not a diagnosis. Helpful strategies should continue while waiting.
· More information: Solihull Local Offer Solihull Local Offer | Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council

Education and School Placements
· No diagnosis is needed to go to any local school.
· For questions:
· Parents: contact SENDIASS Solihull SENDIASS | SENDIASS
· Schools: contact the Local Authority SEN Service

Why Prioritisation Exists
· Some children face greater challenges or unfairness, which can affect long-term outcomes.
· Priority groups help children with the biggest needs get help sooner.

Assessment Priority Levels
Priority 1 – High Priority (12 weeks)
· When delays affect essential education, care, or early support
· Includes:
· Preschool children with significant needs
· Children in Care at risk of placement/adoption breakdown
· Children on the Dynamic Support Register (DSR) to prevent hospital admission


Priority 2 – Priority Needs (working towards target of 26 weeks)
· Includes:
· Early Years Autism Pathway children
· Children monitored for risk of DSR placement (via CETR)

Priority 3 – Routine (working towards target of 52 weeks)
· All other referrals
· Children already receiving support at home/school

Key Safety Tips
· The neurodevelopmental service is not an emergency service.
· Immediate risk Contact: GP or primary care
· SOLAR for mental health
· Early Help Early Help | Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council
· Safeguarding services  Report safeguarding | Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council

What Prioritisation Does Not Include
· School exclusion
· Children in Need (CIN) status
· Applying for an EHCP
· School transition
· Parental anxiety or mental ill health
· Previous assessments with different outcomes
· Complaints about waiting times
Support should always continue while waiting for assessment.
Solihull Local Offer - Solihull Local Offer | Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council
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