
What is Understanding Language?

Understanding is hearing a word or sentence and knowing what it means.
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• Appearing to “ignore” instructions.

• Not be able to follow instructions without 

help.

• Needing a visual clue such as a gesture or 

a picture clue, in order to be able to follow 

a command.

• Having to copy what someone else does 

to complete an activity.

• Giving unusual answers to questions.

• Needing instructions to be broken down / 

language to be changed or simplified 

• Finds jokes or toe of voice difficult to 

understand.

Understanding difficulties can 
look like:

• Being able to follow instructions or 

commands.

• Being able to understand concepts such as 

big/small, plurals, tenses etc. 

• Understands jokes and 'funny' phrases 

(e.g., "it's raining cats and dogs"). 

• Understanding how tone of voice can affect 

the meaning of a sentence.

Understanding can look like:
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