
What is Makaton?
Makaton is a unique communication programme that uses symbols 

(pictures), signs (gestures) and speech to help people to communicate.
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• Makaton focuses on supporting the key 

words within a sentence (the words that 

provide information). 

• Makaton provides a visual clue to help 

people understand language.

 

• Makaton also provides a tactile (physical) 

support to help children with their 

expressive language. 

• Makaton signs are used alongside spoken 

language, so that children have the chance 

to see and hear a word at the same time. 

• Makaton signs can be split into core 

vocabulary and topic vocabulary. (For more 

information on this, please see our “core 

vocabulary” leaflet.)

Beware! 

Many creators use signing systems that look 

like Makaton but aren’t. If you’re using Makaton 

with a child, make sure the signs stay the same 

across all the places the child spends time.

Find out more 
here: 
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