
What is Expressive Language?

Expressive language is any verbal and non-verbal methods that may be used to communicate thoughts, wants, 

needs, feelings and ideas. 

• Finding it difficult to describe their wants, needs, 

thoughts or feelings.

• Having a limited vocabulary.

• Needing prompts to respond to / copy adults to 

express themselves.

• Using shorter sentences than their peers.

• Missing out words or using the ‘wrong’ word to 

describe something.

• Putting words in the wrong order.

Expressive language difficulties 
can look like:
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• Being able to label objects (nouns) and actions 

(verbs). 

• Putting words in the right order within a sentence. 

• Being able to use accurate vocabulary to describe 

what they are talking about. 

• Using language for different functions, including 

requesting, describing and rejecting. 

Expressive language can look 
like:

These kinds of expressive language can include spoken 

words, signs (e.g., Makaton), or symbols (e.g., on a 

communication board). 
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